
AUSTIN, Tex., Jan. 7 (UPI)— 
The sniper attack from atop a 
New Orleans hotel today was 
similar in some way to Charles 
Whitman’s killing of 16 per- 
sons on Aug. 1, 1966, from the 
University of Texas tower here. 

Whitman fired for about 90 
(minutes and wounded 32 other 
j persons before Patrolman Ro- 
mero Martinez charged up a 
'staircase and killed him. 
j The two sniping incidents 
'were most similar in the im- 
munity of the positions from 
where the gunmen held off the 
police. 

The tower from which Whit- 
man fifed could be reached 
only by a single staircase that 
led from an elevator one floor 
below. 



Since the Whitman killings, 
the University of Texas has 
built a secret second access to 
the tower. 

The New Orleans sniper se- 
cured himself in a concrete 
bunker atop a stairwell on the 
roof of the Howard Johnson 
Motor Lodge so that access 
could be gained only by storm- 
ing the bunker across the roof 
or ru§hing it from below — up 
the stairwell over wHich the 
sniper had a commanding view. 

Whitman took seven guns to 
the Texas tower, including a 
.35-caliber rifle and a military 
carbine. The New Orleans sniper 
apparently carried only one au- 
tomatic rifle. 

REMEmYeRTHE NEEDIEST! 
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Using trucks for protection from the sniper, firemen in New Orleans tried to fight the blaze in the hotel, rear 



